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“Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 34

34 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
179,5X170,5¢cm
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YERYUZU,
BiR KERE VE
SONSUZ KERE

Goéksen Bugra

Dokuzuncu Agit*

Yeryiizii, bu dedil mi istedigin: Bir gériinmez
uyanis icimizde?-Kurdugun diis bu degil mi,

bir kez gériinmez olmak?- Yeryiizii! Gériinmez!
Baskalasim dedilse ne, yiikledigin biiyiik 6dev?
Yeryiizii, sevdi§im, istiyorum. Inan, tiim baharlarin
gerekli degil beni kazanman i¢in-, yalniz bir tanesi,
bir tanesi kanima ¢ok bile artik.

Ben, adsiz, seni sectim kendime, cok uzaktan.

Her zaman hakliydin sen, senin kutsal bulusundur
dostumuz 6liim.

Bak, yastyorum iste. Nereden? Ne ¢ocukluk,
ne gelecek azaliyor... Artmiscasina varlik
kayniyor yiire§imden.

—Rainer Maria Rilke

Ahmet Cerkez'in resimleri, sanki eski bir zamanda yapilmis, hi¢ kimseye
gosterilmeden rulolar halinde saklanmis ve bugiin yeniden 1s18a ¢cikmis
gibidir. Hem bez hem de boya zamanla eskimis, solmus, ylizey 6ne
cikarken, dokular ve lekeler beze sinerek geriye ¢ekilmistir. Sanatci,
zamanin ve yagamanin izini, insanin ruhundan ¢ekip almaya ve kisith
imkanlarla bezin ylizeyine islemeye gayret eder. Calisma yontemi, resmi
bir seferde degil belirli araliklarla miidahale ederek bekletmek, adim
adim islemek seklinde ilerler ama sonugta resim, tamamlanmuisg bir
histen uzaktir. Daha ¢ok bir siire¢ resmi olarak gorebilecegimiz bu igler,
insanin diinya lizerindeki kisa ama yogun seriivenine 6ykiiniir.

Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek, sanatcinin bir leitmotif gibi isledigi “k6klenme”
temasinin devami niteliginde bir seri. Cerkez, insanoglunun bir kara
parcasina yerlesmesi, kendine barinak edinmesi, aile kurmasi, cogalmasi
ve alanini genisletmesi konularina, hayat kurma/hayatta kalma
ekseninde yeniden yeniden doéniiyor. Bu kez insanin dogal afetler ya da
basina gelen felaketler sonrasinda yeryiiziine yeniden adapte olmasi ve
yasamini yeniden inga etmesini merkeze aldig1 sergide, Cerkez, resmi de
yasamun ilk giiniine baslar gibi sakin ve yalin bir {islupla kuruyor.

Kutsal metinlerde ve halk anlatilarinda aktarilan felaket hikayeleri,
kimi zaman bir doga olay1 kimi zaman insanin yapip ettiklerinin
karsihigi olarak gelen bir ceza ile yasamin yeryiiziinden neredeyse
silinmesi ve bir avug insanin hayati sifirdan kurmasi tizerine odaklanir.

Hayvanlarin, insanlarin, bitkilerin kiilliyen yok oldugu bir giiniin
sabahinda, insanoglu, yasamin yeniden insaya baglar. Bir alanin
secilmesi, belirlenmesi ve barinagin kurulmasi, giinlerin akisini ve
adaptasyonu hizlandirir. Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek sergisindeki resimler,
degrade renklerin kurdugu bosluk icinde kursun kalemle belirlenen

bu alanlari isaret ediyor. Bir matematigi olmaksizin kurulan simetri ve
geometri, her resimde farkh bir denklem kuruyor, lekeleri birlestiriyor,
ayristiriyor. Yiizeyin sanki bezin dokumasi gibi gériinen lekelerine tezat
bir malzeme ile, kursun kalem ile gecilen lineer ¢izgiler, diinyanin dogal
akisinin tizerinde insanin hi¢ bitmeyen planlamalari ve miidahaleleri
gibi islevleniyor.

insan, yeniden baslayabilmek icin bir felaketin getirdigi trajediye

adeta ihtiyag¢ duyar. Felaket karsisinda yeniden baglama, yeni bir

alan belirleme, yerlesme ve yasami siirdiirme motivasyonu, Ahmet
Cerkez'in resmini temellendirdigi bir konu. Sanatcy, Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek
sergisiyle, kisisel tarihindeki izleri ve sanat tiretimindeki birikimleri
yeni bir resmin alanina tasiyor. Boyay1 yiizeye yliklemedigi ama ylizeye
sindirdigi, resim dis1 malzemeleri eledigi, ¢izgiyi bir {ist katman olarak
islevlendirdigi bu yeni resim, espasi ve geciciligi kucakliyor.

Ahmet Cerkez, diinya diizeninde kendisi disinda gelisen ve miidahale
edilemeyen yapilara duydugu tepkiyi, kizginlik ve 6fkeyi, resimde bir
tiir arinma, sadelesme, siikiin bulma iizerinden dindiriyor. Insanin
diinya tizerindeki devinimi boyunca, kendi icinde de bir kara parcasina
yerlestigi, kimi zaman sert kimi zaman kirilgan katmanlarla alanini
kurdugunu diisiinen sanatcl, bu érneklemi resim yiizeyinde doga
gozlemleriyle yansitiyor. Doganin zaman icinde ortaya cikardigi organik
biitiinliikleri gézlemleyen Cerkez, bu serbest formlarin izdiisimiinii,
minimum miidahale ile kendi resmine tasiyor.

* Rainer Maria Rilke, Duino Agitlari. Gev. Can Alkor, is Bankasi Yayinlari, 2013.

SETTLING IN EAERTH

3

YERYUZUNE YERLESMEK



MIWSITHIA INNZNAYIA

14

H1Y3V3 NI ONITLL3S

EARTH,
ONCE AND
FOREVER

Goéksen Bugra

The Ninth Duino Elegy*

Earth, isn't this what you want: to arise within us,
invisible? Isn't it your dream

to be wholly invisible someday? — O Earth: invisible!
What, if not transformation, is your urgent command?
Earth, my dearest, I will. Oh believe me, you no longer
need your springtimes to win me over — one of them,
ah, even one, is already too much for my blood.
Unspeakably I have belonged to you, from the first.
You were always right, and your holiest inspiration

is our intimate companion, Death.

Look, I am living. On what? Neither childhood nor future
grows any smaller... Superabundant being
wells up in my heart.

—Rainer Maria Rilke

Ahmet Cerkez's works look as if they are made in the past and preserved
in rolls only to resurface in the present moment. Both the fabric and
the paint create the illusion of having aged and faded over time; as the
surface comes forward, the texture and the patches are drawn back
into the fabric. The artist endeavors to take the traces of time and life
from the soul of the human and engrave it to the surface of the fabric
with limited possibilities. His method consists of gradually working on
and adding to the work, step by step, over an extended period of time;
nevertheless, the work never reflects the sense of completion. These
paintings, which can be observed as works in progress, emulate the
short but intense adventure of humans on Earth.

Settling in Earth is a continuum of the artist’s reoccurring theme

of “setting roots”, which he instills like a leitmotif. Cerkez, returns,

once again, to the issues of human beings settling on a piece of land,
seeking shelter for themselves, establishing a family, proliferating and
expanding their area on the axis of life/survival. Cerkez, structures the
painting in which, this time he centers around the survival, adaptation
and resettling of the humankind on Earth, as though one starts the first
day of his/her life; calm and plain.

The catastrophic stories told in sacred texts and folk narratives focus
on the almost extinction of the humankind from earth do to either
a natural disaster or as a result of the own doings of mankind and

therefore, a handful of people building life from scratch. On the eve of
the day when animals, humans and plants are all completely destroyed,
human beings begin to rebuild their lives. Choosing an area, determining
and setting up shelter, speeds up the flow of days and adaptation.

The paintings in the exhibition Settling in Earth point to these pencil-
defined areas within the void created by gradient colors. The symmetry
and geometry that is built without any mathematics, establishes a
different equation in each painting by combining and separating the
patches. With a contrasting material to the surfaces patches that appear
to be the weavings of the fabric, linear lines that are traced with a pencil,
functions like the never-ending plans and interventions of human
beings above the natural flow of the World.

Mankind, so to say, needs the tragedy brought on by a disaster in order
to start over. The motivation to start over when faced with a disaster,

to determine a new area, to settle down and continue living are subject
that Ahmet Cerkez's paintings dwell on. The painter is carrying the
traces of his own history and the accumulations in his art practices to
the surface of new artworks. This new painting that in which he; doesn't
load the paint to the surface but instead assimilates it, eliminates non-
paint materials and functions the line as a top layer, embrace the space
and the temporal.

Ahmet Cerkez relieves his reaction and anger towards the structures
that develop outside of him and that cannot be intervened in the World
order through a kind of purification, simplification and tranquility in
painting. The artist, who believes that human beings have settled on

a piece of land within themselves, sometimes establishing their field
with rough and sometimes fragile layer throughout their precession

on earth, reflects these examples on the surface of his paintings with
observations of nature. Observing the organic integrities created by
nature over time, Cerkez carries the projection of these free forms into
his own painting with minimal intervention.

* Translated from German by Stephen Mitchell
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“Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 4

4 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
179,5 X176 cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek" serisinden 3

3 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
179,5X201,5¢cm

7 SETTLING IN EAERTH
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“Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 7

7 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
179,56 X170,5cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 6

6 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
179,5x 176 cm

9 SETTLING IN EAERTH
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“Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 2

2 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2020
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
179 X164 cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 35

35 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
179,5X201,5¢cm

11 SETTLING IN EAERTH
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“Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 8

8 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
179,5X170,5¢cm

“Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 13

13 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5x62,5cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek" serisinden 29

29 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
62,5x72,5¢cm

YERYUZUNE YERLESMEK 13 SETTLING IN EAERTH
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“Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 12

12 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5X62,5cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek"” serisinden 17

17 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5%x62,5cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 18

18 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5x62,5cm

YERYUZUNE YERLESMEK 15 SETTLING IN EAERTH
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“Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 11

11 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5%x62,5cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 19

19 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5%x62,5cm

“Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek"” serisinden 14

14 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5xX62,5cm

YERYUZUNEYERLE$MEK 17 SETTLING IN EAERTH
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“Yeryliziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 15

15 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5%x625cm

“Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 10

10 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5x625cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 31

31from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
62,5x72,5¢cm

19 SETTLING IN EAERTH

YERYUZUNE YERLESMEK
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“Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 25

25 from the series "Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
62,5x72,5cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek" serisinden 24

24 from the series "Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5x62,5cm

“Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 16

16 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5X62,5cm

SETTLING IN EAERTH

YERYUZUNE YERLESMEK 21
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“Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek"” serisinden 20

20 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5X 62,5 cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek" serisinden 22

22 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik
Acrylic on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5Xx62,5cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 33

33 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
62,5x72,5¢cm

YERYUZUNE YERLESMEK 23 SETTLING IN EAERTH
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“Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 21

21 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5%x62,5cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek" serisinden 26

26 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik, karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
62,5x725cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek" serisinden 28

28 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
62,5x72,5¢cm

YERYUZUNE YERLESMEK 25 SETTLING IN EAERTH
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“Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 23

23 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmig bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5%x62,5cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 9

9 from the series "Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
72,5x625cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 30

30 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik
Acrylic on fabric mounted on MDF
62,5x72,5¢cm

YERYUZUNE YERLESMEK 27 SETTLING IN EAERTH
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"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek" serisinden 27

27 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
62,5x72,5¢cm

"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 32

32 from the series “Settling in Earth”, 2021
MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve karakalem
Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted on MDF
62,5x72,5¢cm

Bu katalog, 08.02-13.03.2021 tarihleri
arasinda Art On Istanbulda gergeklesen,
Ahmet Cerkez'in Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek
sergisi icin hazirlanmistir.

Published on the occasion of Ahmet
Cerkez's exhibition Settling in Earth held at
Art On Istanbul between 08.02-13.03.2021.
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"Yeryiiziine Yerlesmek” serisinden 5

5 from the series “Settling in Earth”
2021

MDF'ye gerilmis bez lizerine akrilik ve
karakalem

Acrylic and charcoal on fabric mounted
on MDF

179,5x176 cm
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