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PRESS RELEASE

ALi ELMACI

BLOOD SPOILS THE DREAM
9 March - 20 April 2019

Ali Elmacr’s fifth solo exhibition, Blood Spoils the Dream, transforms the gallery’s three-story
exhibition space into a single immersive environment. The exhibition takes its title from the popular
Turkish saying, “kan goériince rilya bozulur”, and for the first time, ElImaci presents reliefs, sculptures,
and paintings together, integrating them with wall-mounted paint and rose arrangements to explore
contemporary notions of the sacred.

In his compositions, Elmaci examines figures within systems of power and symbols of authority,
juxtaposing their imposed conditions with contrasting artistic arrangements. The exhibition features
works from three series: “God, Recreate Me”, “I Live with My Wounds”, and the title series “Blood
Spoils the Dream”. Unlike previous series, the figures here are dynamic and captured in motion. In
“God, Recreate Me”, the tension between lived and reflected lives is explored through depictions of
iconic figures such as Lady Gaga, Rihanna, and Freddie Mercury.

Roses spread across the surfaces of paintings, along with kitsch elements in costumes and
compositional details, reference the artificial happiness of a system unaware of its own form. In “I
Live with My Wounds”, figures inspired by Christian iconography—depicting Jesus motifs—feature
bodily voids and open wounds while bearing seemingly content expressions, highlighting the
persistent power dynamics between victim and oppressor.

The title series, “Blood Spoils the Dream”, creates a dreamlike setting with allegorical sculptures of
female busts reminiscent of hunting trophies. Polished monochrome reliefs evoke desire and are
juxtaposed with landscape paintings in the background, underscoring Elmaci’s distinctive artistic
voice. At the center of the gallery, a sculptural installation presents a female figure rising from the
shoulders of a male bust whose tears flow into a decorative pool, referencing the Christian altar
culture while questioning the paradox of suffering and deriving pleasure from it.

Through Blood Spoils the Dream, Ali EImaci, one of the prominent representatives of his generation,
transforms a critique of power into a vivid and densely layered exhibition, using figures and symbols
to convey dramatic irony and reframe painting’s referential language.
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Graduate of Mimar Sinan University, Department of Painting. Held their first solo exhibition “Miras
Babadan Ogula Geger” (2011), “Atesinle Koru Beni” (2012), and “Onu Oldiir Beni Gildiir” (2014) at
x-ist, and the exhibition “insanlarin Uzerinde Yiiriiyen Sandalye” (2017) at Siyah Beyaz.

Visiting hours: Tuesday — Saturday | 10.00-19.00
For detailed information and visuals: info@artonistanbul.com
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BASIN BULTENI

ALi ELMACI

KAN GORUNCE RUYA BOZULUR
9 Mart - 20 Nisan 2019

Ali Elmaci’nin 9 Mart — 20 Nisan 2019 tarihleri arasinda Art On istanbul’da gerceklesecek besinci
kisisel sergisi Kan Goriince Riiya Bozulur, galerinin 3 katli sergileme alanini tek mekana donistiren
blyuk bir yerlestirme olarak sunuluyor.

Sergi, ismini halk arasinda yaygin bir bicimde kullanilan "kan gériince rilya bozulur” deyisinden aliyor.
Ali Elmaci, ilk defa rélyef, heykel ve resimlerini bir arada gosterdigi ve duvarlardaki boya ve giil yer-
lestirmesi ile bltilinledigi bu kusatici sunumla, glinlimiiz kutsalini sorguluyor. Sanatgi, kompozisyon-
larinda, iktidarin, glic sembollerinin, séhretin kutsandigi bir zamanda, bu sistemlerin kodlari
cercevesinde figlrlerini, maruz kaldiklari kosullara tezat bir kompozisyonla sunuyor.

“Rabbim Beni Bastan Yarat”, “Yaralarimla Yasiyorum” ve sergiye adini veren “Kan Goriince Rilya Bozu-
lur” isimli Gg¢ ayri seriden islerin yer alacagi sergide, sanatgi, daha 6nceki serilerinden farkl olarak
figlirlerini hareket halinde ve daha dinamik pozlarda sunuyor. “Rabbim Beni Bastan Yarat” serisi,
yasanan ve yansitilan hayatlar arasindaki tezati, idol olarak yticeltilen Lady Gaga, Rihanna, Freddie
Mercury gibi tnliler lGzerinden anlatiyor.

Resmin ylzeyine yayilan guller, kiyafetlerde ve kompozisyonun bitiinlestirici 6gelerinde goriilen
kitsch unsurlar, sistemin altinda aldigi seklin farkina varmayan sanal mutluluk sahnelerinin ayrilmaz
parcasidir. “Yaralarimla Yasiyorum” serisinde karsimiza c¢ikan figirlerde, sanatgi, Hiristiyan ikonografi-
lerinde yer alan isa betimlemelerinden yola cikiyor. Viicutlarinda oyuklar gériilen figiirler, agik
yaralariyla memnun bir ifadeye sahip olsalar da iktidarin stirekli magdur fakat daima giicliyl oynayan
yonlerine dikkat ¢ekiyor.

Masalsi betimlemelerle bir rliya ortami kurgulayan sanatcinin “Kan Goériince Riiya Bozulur” isimli
serisi, sanatc¢inin bir av 6diliini andiran kadin bistleriyle yaptig yerlestirmesinden olusuyor.
Monokrom parlak renkleriyle bir arzu nesnesine yaklasan rolyefler, arka planindaki manzara resim-
leriyle sanatginin karakteristik tavrini ortaya koyuyor. Galeri mekaninin ortasinda yer alan heykel yer-
lestirmesi, slis havuzunun icinde gozyaslari akan erkek biistiin omuzlarinda yiikselen bir kadin heyke-
lini igerir. Bu heykel, Hiristiyan sunak kiltiriinin kutsali hatirlatici roliine yapilan bir gnderme ile aci
¢ekme ve acidan memnun olma geliskisini sorgular.

Resim ve heykel ¢alismalariyla kusaginin dnemli temsilcilerinden Ali EImaci, Kan Gériince Riiya Bozu-
lur sergisi ile iktidar elestirisini son derece renkli ve kalabalik bir yerlestirmede, kendi resmine
donusturdugi figrler ve sembollerle kurgulayarak, resmin referanslarini dramatik bir ironi ile aktarir.
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Mimar Sinan Giizel Sanatlar Universitesi Resim Blimii mezunu. ilk kisisel sergisi "Miras Babadan
Ogula Geger"(2011), "Atesinle Koru Beni" (2012), “Onu Oldiir Beni Giildiir” (2014) isimli sergilerini x-
ist’te, “insanlarin Uzerinde Yiiriiyen Sandalye” (2017) sergisini Siyah Beyaz’da gerceklestirdi.

Ziyaret saatleri: Sali-Cumartesi | 10.00-19.00

Detayli bilgi ve gorsel icin: info@artonistanbul.com





