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PRESS RELEASE

MITHAT SEN
ALEM

19 September — 31 October 2020

Art On Istanbul is delighted to present Alem, an exhibition marking the 40th artistic year of Mithat
Sen. After a three-year break, the artist returns with new works from his ongoing istif series,
exploring the possibilities and potentials of “4lem” — a word in our culture that encompasses both
the known and the unknown, uniting not only humanity and familiar life forms but also those that
remain foreign or unfamiliar to us. This holistic understanding of alem—seeing and grasping
everything as one—serves as a guide for experiencing the exhibition.

Hosted by the gallery from September 19 to October 31, the exhibition features the artist’s large-
scale works. Centered on the key axes of repetition and variation, Alem presents the cosmos of
Sen’s artistic production while also examining the cause-and-effect relations shaped by this
geography’s understanding of the universe.

By employing repetition not in terms of melody but in terms of rhythm, the artist constructs stacked
compositions (istif) that stand out through rhythmic recurrence. His works are produced through “a
system that allows for different combinations” —a structure that, much like quantum physics, can
generate multiple outcomes. Built from parts that ultimately point to a whole, this system echoes
the artist’s notion of zikr (remembrance). Just as nature pushes its own boundaries, repeating
endlessly to evolve into new forms, Mithat Sen’s paintings evolve by stretching and transforming
the principles upon which they are founded.

In the artist’s own words:

“Alem emerged as a counterpart to my mental processes related to the imagination of the universe,
as a metaphor for the cosmos itself. There is a cause-and-effect relationship between the
cosmological vision of the geography | live in and the way it is perceived and manifested visually.
Alem encompasses this vision. | am painting the image of the geography—by geography, | mean the
boundaries of an ancient past.”

Ziyaret saatleri: Tuesday-Saturday | 10.00-19.00

Detayl bilgi ve gorsel icin: info@artonistanbul.com



AR

Art On istanbul

N Mesrutiyet Caddesi
Oteller Sokak, Hanif Binasi No:1A
Tepebasl, Beyoglu 34430 istanbul

T 0212 259 15 43 F 0212 259 15 56
www.artonistanbul.com

BASIN BULTENI

MITHAT SEN
ALEM

19 Eyliil —31 Ekim 2020

Art On istanbul, Mithat Sen’in 40. sanat yilinda Alem isimli sergisini agmaktan mutluluk duyuyor.
Sanatgi, 3 yil aradan sonra “istif” serisinin devami niteligindeki isleriyle bu cografyaya dair "alem"
bilgisinin imkan ve ihtimallerini ortaya koyuyor. Galeri, 19 Eyliil — 31 Ekim tarihleri arasinda ev
sahipligi yaptig sergide, sanat¢inin blylik boyutlu eserlerine yer veriyor.

“Alem”, bizim kiiltirimizdeki anlamiyla kapsayicilig olan bir sézciik; insan tiriniin disindaki bilindik
ve bilinmedik biitlin varliklari igeriyor. Yalnizca kendi tlirimizi ve bildigimiz tiirden canlilari degil
yabancisi olduklarimizi, bilmediklerimizi de biitlinliyor. Her seyi bir biitlin olarak gormeye ve
kavramaya yonelik bir alem anlayisi, sergiyi izlemek icin de bir kilavuz oluyor.

Mithat Sen resminin iki temel aksi “tekrar” ve “cesitlenme”nin merkezde oldugu Alem sergisinde
sanat¢l, hem sanatsal lretiminin kozmosunu sunuyor hem de yasadigimiz cografyanin kainat anlayisi
ile ortaya ¢ikan neden-sonug iliskisini inceliyor. Tekrari, melodinin disindaki ritim baglaminda
kullanarak ritmin tekrariyla 6ne gikan istifler kuran sanatgi, islerini, “farkh birlesmelere olanak taniyan
bir sistem” lzerinden Uretiyor. Kuantum fizigindeki gibi coklu sonuglar dogurabilen bu sistem,
parcgalardan olusuyor ve sanatcinin zikrettigi bir butiine isaret ediyor. Tipki doganin evrimlesmek igin
kendi sinirlarini zorladigl, sayisiz tekrar ettigi ve yeni bicimlere ulastigi gibi Mithat Sen resmi de
kuruldugu ilkeler butiind icinden o ilkeleri zorlayarak evrimlesiyor.

Sanatgl, sergisini kendi sozleri ile séyle anlatiyor: “Alem, kainat tasavvuruyla ilgili zihinsel
faaliyetlerimin sonrasinda, kainatin diisiinsel olarak metaforunun karsiligi olarak devreye girdi. icinde
yasadigim cografyanin, kainat tasavvuruyla ilgili ve bu kainat tasavvurunun gorselligi kavrayisiyla ve
ortaya cikarisiyla ilgili bir neden ve sonug iliskisi var. Alem, bu cografyanin kainat tasavvurunu
kapsiyor. Ben cografyanin resmini yapiyorum. Cografyadan kasit, kadim gecmis sinirlardir.”

Ziyaret saatleri: Sali-Cumartesi | 10.00-19.00

Detayli bilgi ve gorsel i¢in: info@artonistanbul.com





