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PRESS RELEASE

OLCAY KU$S

BY WALKING

7 November — 5 December 2020

By Walking, Olcay Kus’s seventh solo exhibition, can be seen at Art On Istanbul between November 7
— December 5, 2020. Having moved from Istanbul to Berlin in 2018, the artist approaches this
exhibition as a record of his own process of transition.

Olcay Kus is an artist whose practice is rooted in the texture of the city and the rhythm of the streets.
Moving from one city to another thus became a process that directly shaped his work. In the pieces
produced in Istanbul, the city’s chaos and fast rhythm were made visible in the layered surfaces and
gestures of the paintings. Often employing an ironic perspective on political agendas and their
representations in the media, the artist constructed surfaces with newspaper, photo transfers, spray
paint, stencils, and oil paint.

In the works created in Berlin, however, the paintings seem to lighten; discernible subjects fade
away, giving way to freer and simpler compositions. Typography, once readable in fragments, now
appears only as scattered letters. His vibrant color choices and expanded use of space are
undoubtedly tied to the exuberance he finds in Berlin’s graffiti and the city’s breathable texture with
its parks. With the calmer rhythm of daily life, Kus’s practice shifted from a political field toward a
plastic and aesthetic one.

Kus works on the canvas through process, letting the dynamics of the painting emerge through
decisions made in the moment. Transitioning from Istanbul’s chaos to Berlin’s order, his paintings
shed the traces of the former city’s impact, with the surface becoming as light as a film peeled off a
wall.

By Walking presents the outcomes of a process in which Kus perceives, understands, and internalizes
the differences between two cities and two daily practices by walking. The artist notes that the
exhibition has emerged like a subconscious comparison between the two cities: “From architecture
to people, politics to language, from the images | see on the streets and walls, | make comparisons
with where | come from and reflect them.”

Olcay Kus

Born in izmir in 1985, Kus pursued his painting education at Dokuz Eyliil University before working
for many years in Istanbul. His practice draws on the dynamics of metropolitan life and the surfaces
of walls, which he considers socially and anthropologically significant. By technically engaging with
the spontaneous aesthetics of walls shaped by time and human interaction, he produces paintings,
drawings, and sculptures with spray paint, oil paint, newspaper, and stencils. His works, at times
focusing on political violence and questions of identity, often carry ironic undertones. In his recent
practice, shaped by his move from Istanbul to Berlin, he lightens the surface as much as possible,
shifting his focus toward space, stain, and freer composition.

The artist lives and works in Berlin.

Visiting Hours: Tuesday — Saturday | 10.00 — 19.00
For more information and images: info@artonistanbul.com



AR

T Art On istanbul
0 N Mesrutiyet Caddesi
Oteller Sokak, Hanif Binasi No:1A

Tepebasl, Beyoglu 34430 istanbul
T 0212 259 15 43 F 0212 259 15 56
www.artonistanbul.com

BASIN BULTENI

OLCAY KUS

YURUYE YURUYE

7 Kasim — 5 Aralik 2020

Olcay Kus’un yedinci kisisel sergisi Yiiriiye Yiiriiye, 7 Kasim — 5 Aralik 2020 tarihleri arasinda Art On
istanbul’da goriilebilir. 2018’de istanbul’dan Berlin’e tasinan ve ¢alismalarini yeni bir sehirde, farkli
bir cevrede siirdliren sanatgl, sergiyi, kendi gecis stirecinin bir kaydi gibi ele aliyor.

Olcay Kus, sehir dokusundan ve sokaklarin ritminden hareketle Gretim yapan bir sanatgi. Bu nedenle
bir sehirden baska bir sehre tasinmak, yer degistirmek, sanatcinin islerini dogrudan etkileyen bir
siirece déniismiis. Sanatcinin istanbul’da (irettigi calismalarda sehrin kaosu ve hizli ritmi, resim
ylzeyindeki katmanlar ve harekette kendini gériinir kilyordu. Cogunlukla politik glindemler ve
medyadaki yansima bigimleri (izerinden ironik bir bakisla Girettigi islerde, gazete kagidiyla olusturulan
ylzeyler, fotograf transferleri, sprey boya, sablon ve yagl boya gibi malzemelerin yiklendigi bir kurgu
vardi.

Sanatcinin Berlin’de Urettigi islerde ise resim adeta hafifliyor; secilebilir konular kayboluyor; serbest
ve yalin bir kompozisyon hakimiyeti 6ne gikiyor. Daha 6nce fragmanlar halinde okunabilen tipografi,
simdi yalnizca daginik harflerle kendini gosteriyor. Renk tercihlerindeki canlilik ve resimdeki espasin
artisi, sphesiz sanatcinin Berlin sokaklarindaki grafitilerde buldugu cosku ve sehrin parklarla nefes
alan dokusuyla iliskili. Glindelik hayatin ritminin sakinlesmesi, Olcay Kus’un resimlerini olusturan
dinamigi, politik bir alandan plastik, estetik bir alana ¢ekmis.

Olcay Kus, resim ylizeyinde tamamen siireg ile ilerleyen ve resmin olusturulma dinamigini o an
verilen kararlarla belirleyen bir sanatgl. istanbul’un kaosundan Berlin’in diizenine gegis yapinca resim
de sehrin kaosunun sanatgida biraktigi izlerden siyrilmis ve yiizey, hafifleyerek adeta bir duvarin
Uzerinden alinan film tabakasina dontismds.

Yiiriiye Yiiriiye, Olcay Kus'un iki sehir ve iki glindelik hayat pratigi arasinda fark edislerini, yiriyerek
anladigi, sindirdigi bir stirecin ¢iktilarini sunuyor. Serginin, iki sehrin bilingaltindaki bir kiyaslamasi gibi
ortaya ciktigini belirten sanatgi, son dénem isleri igin sunlari séyliyor: “Mimarisinden insanlarina,
politikasina, dilinden glinlik yasantisina, sokaklarinda, duvarlarinda gérdiigiim imgelerin geldigim yer
ile kiyaslamasini yapiyorum ve yansitiyorum.”

Olcay Kus

1985, izmir dogumlu sanat¢i, Dokuz Eyliil Universitesi’nde aldigi resim egitiminden sonra calismalarini
uzun siire istanbul’da siirdiirdii. Sanatcl, islerinde sosyal ve antropolojik acidan dnemli buldugu
metropol yasantisi ve duvarlarin dinamiginden hareket etti. Duvarlarin zamanin etkisi ve insanlarin
katkisiyla gelisiglizel olusan estetigini, teknik olarak ele alip sprey boya, yagh boya, gazete kagidi,
sablon gibi malzemelerle resim, desen ve heykel iretti. Zaman zaman politik siddet ve kimlik
sorunlarina yogunlastigi islerinde, ironik etkiler ne ¢ikti. Son dénem calismalarinda, istanbul'dan
Berlin'e tasinmasiyla, sehir dokusundaki degisimin etkisiyle ylizeyi miimkiin oldugunca hafifletip
espasa, lekeye ve serbest kompozisyon diizenine agirlik veriyor.

Berlin’de yasiyor ve galisiyor.

Ziyaret saatleri: Sali-Cumartesi | 10.00-19.00
Detayh bilgi ve gorsel i¢in: info@artonistanbul.com





