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PRESS RELEASE

AHMET CERKEZ
SETTLING IN EARTH
February 8 — March 13, 2021

Ahmet Cerkez's second solo exhibition, Settling on Earth, can be viewed at Art On istanbul
between February 8 and March 13, 2021.

In this exhibition, Cerkez centers on humanity’s ability to re-adapt to the earth and rebuild life
after disasters. He approaches painting with the same calm and simple attitude as if beginning
life anew. The works on display feature floating stains on acrylic gradient backgrounds,
accompanied by boundaries and movements traced in pencil.

In sacred texts and folk narratives, disaster stories often describe how life on earth is nearly
wiped out—sometimes by natural forces, sometimes as divine punishment for human actions
—and how a handful of people must rebuild life from scratch. Today’s disaster scenarios,
however, permeate everyday life: they are constantly repeated in the press, on social media, in
the series and films we watch—even at times inciting disaster itself. Humanity seems to need
tragedy in order to begin again. The impulse to restart, to define a new space, to settle and
sustain life in the face of catastrophe is a central theme in Cerkez's practice. With Settling on
Earth, the artist carries traces of his personal history and the accumulations of his painting
journey into a new pictorial space.

Cerkez channels his reactions—anger and frustration—toward uncontrollable, external
structures of the world order into painting, where he finds purification, simplicity, and
serenity. He suggests that throughout humanity’s settlement on earth, each person also settles
into an inner territory, formed through sometimes harsh, sometimes fragile layers. On the
canvas, he reflects this analogy through observations of nature. By closely observing and
analyzing the organic wholeness revealed by nature over time, Cerkez translates the
projections of these free forms into his paintings with minimal intervention.

Biography

Ahmet Cerkez was born in 1976 in Sopot, Bulgaria. He graduated from the Painting Department
of Marmara University Faculty of Fine Arts. He continues his work at his studio in Istanbul.

Visiting hours: Tuesday—Saturday | 10:00-19:00

For detailed information and visuals: eda@artonistanbul.com
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BASIN BULTENI

AHMET CERKEZ
YERYUZUNE YERLESMEK
8 Subat-13 Mart 2021

Ahmet Cerkez'in ikinci solo sergisi “Yeryuiziine Yerlesmek”, 8 Subat-13 Mart 2021 tarihleri
arasinda Art On istanbul'da gorilebilir.

Ahmet Cerkez, insanin felaketler sonrasinda yeryiiziine yeniden adapte olmasi ve yasami
yeniden insa etmesini merkeze aldigi sergide, resmi de yasamin ilk glinline baslar gibi sakin ve
yalin bir tslupla kuruyor. Sergide yer alan resimlerde, akrilik boyayla yaratilan degrade
zeminlerin Uizerinde yilizen lekeler ve kursun kalem ile isaret edilen sinir ve hareket dikkati
cekiyor.

Kutsal kitaplarda ve halk anlatilarinda aktarilan felaket hikayeleri, kimi zaman bir doga olayi
kimi zaman insanin yapip ettiklerinin karsiligi olarak gelen bir ceza ile yasamin yeryiiziinden
neredeyse silinmesi ve bir avug insanin hayati sifirdan kurmasi tizerine odaklanir. Bugiiniin
felaket senaryolari ise giindelik hayatin icine sinmis halde; basinda, sosyal medyada, izledigimiz
dizi ve filmlerde siirekli tekrarlaniyor ve hatta felakete cagri yapiliyor. insan, yeniden
baslayabilmek icin bir felaketin getirdigi trajediye adeta ihtiyac duyuyor. Felaket karsisinda
yeniden baslama, yeni bir alan belirleme, yerlesme ve yasami siirdlirme motivasyonu, Ahmet
Cerkez'in sanat tiretiminde temel aldigi bir konu. Sanatg, Yeryiziine Yerlesmek isimli bu
sergisiyle, kisisel tarihindeki izleri ve resim serilivenindeki birikimleri yeni bir resim alanina
tasiyor.

Cerkez, diinya diizeninde kendisi disinda gelisen ve miidahale edilemeyen yapilara duydugu
tepkiyi, kizginlik ve 6fkeyi, resimde bir tiir arinma, sadelesme, siikin bulma tizerinden
dindiriyor. insanin diinya tizerindeki yerlesimi boyunca, kendi icinde de bir kara parcasina
yerlestigi, kimi zaman sert kimi zaman kirilgan katmanlarla alanini kurdugunu belirten sanatgi,
bu 6rneklemi resim ylizeyinde doga gozlemleriyle yansitiyor. Doganin zaman icinde ortaya
ctkardigr organik bituinliikleri izleyen ve analiz eden Cerkez, bu serbest formlarin izdlisimundi,
minimum muidahale ile kendi resmine tasiyor.

OzGECMis
Ahmet Cerkez, 1976'da Bulgaristan'in Sopot sehrinde dogdu. Marmara Universitesi Giizel
Sanatlar Fakiltesi Resim Boliimii'nden mezun oldu. Calismalarini istanbul'daki atélyesinde

surdiriyor.

Ziyaret saatleri: Sali-Cumartesi | 10.00-19.00
Detayli bilgi ve gorsel icin: eda@artonistanbul.com





