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PRESS RELEASE

BURCU ERDEN
SEAL

September 15*" — October 28" 2021

Art On istanbul is pleased to present Burcu Erden’s third solo exhibition Seal, opening September 15"
through October 18". Taking traditional materials and techniques of sculpture making as a starting
point, the artist examines the notion of visibility of sculpture. Seal showcases marble cylinders, ce-
ramic reliefs and polyester sculptures.

Burcu Erden places the conceptual frame of this exhibition around the problematic of the installa-
tion of holy objects in ancient times. The artist ponders on questions like the motivations for pro-
duction, design and placement of these objects, and the comparisons the artist makes to her own

sculpting practice constructs the background of the exhibition.

The starting point of Seal comes from the research Burcu Erden had done for the Lightness of The
Material exhibition. During a visit to The Museum of the Ancient Orient, Erden gets moved by a
foundation peg that was placed under a floor tile in Sumerian and Hittite structures. This figurine is
meant to be placed underground and is a protector; as a part of a ritual, it’s visibility is never a con-
cern. With this idea in mind, the artist questions the difference between a sculpture that is pro-
duced to be exhibited, displayed and shown, versus the object that is not meant to be seen despite
it's delicate craftsmanship and design. The artist remembers and reminds how recent in history it is
to address an object as a sculpture, and her practice to produce a sculpture with her own decision:
material, form, technique and conceptual frame.

In Seal, there are three series in technical unity and diversity of materials and forms. The first series
are the cylinder seals where Erden uses traditional ceramic relief production techniques. Erden
carves her designs on marble cylinders and rolls them over the clay to produce imprints, which will
then become the ceramic reliefs. In this exhibition the reliefs and the seals are presented together;
the reliefs are the imprints, and the cylinders are the sources of the imprints. The large sculptures
that resemble rocks are the second series of the exhibition. These sculptures are like the continua-
tion of the marks we see in the seals and reliefs, but in a larger scale. The relationship between the
imprint and the surface is essential in Erden’s work, which ties these three series together.

Burcu Erden

Born in 1986 in istanbul, Burcu Erden completed her Undergraduate, Graduate and PhD de-
grees at Mimar Sinan Fine Art University's Sculpture major. Working as a faculty member at
Mimar Sinan Fine Art University, Erden’s first solo exhibition “Ashes of Tomorrow” (2018)
took place at Tophane-I Amire, second solo exhibition “Calling for the Mass” (2019) at Art On
istanbul.

Erden lives and works in istanbul.

Working hours: Tuesday-Saturday | 10.00-19.00
For further information and visuals: ilayda@artonistanbul.com
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BASIN BULTENI

BURCU ERDEN
MUHUR
15 Eyliil — 28 Ekim 2021

Burcu Erden’in tglincii kisisel sergisi Miihiir, 15 Eyliil-28 Ekim tarihleri arasinda Art On istanbul’da
izlenebilir. Sanat¢inin heykel iiretimindeki malzeme ve teknik geleneklerden yola cikarak heykelin
gortnirligine iliskin problemleri arastirdigi sergisi Miihiir'de, mermer silindirler, seramik rolyefler
ve polyester heykeller bir arada sunuluyor.

Burcu Erden, serginin kavramsal cercevesini, antik diinyadaki gérsel anlatim nesnelerinin yer-
lestirme sorunsali etrafinda kuruyor. Nesnelerin nereye konuldugu, neden oraya konuldugu, ne
amacla uretildigi, formlarinin nasil tasarlandigi gibi sorular ve sanatginin kendi heykelinin esasina
dair yaptigi karsilastirmalar, serginin diistinsel arka planini olusturuyor.

Miihiir sergisinin temelleri, sanatcinin Malzemenin Hafifligi sergisi icin yaptig arastirma ve calisma-
larla atilir. Sanatgl, Eski Sark Eserleri Mizesi'ne yaptigl ziyarette, Simer ve Hitit yapilarinda yer ka-
rolarinin altina cakilan bir figiirinden etkilenir. Bu figiirin, yerin altinda kalir ve koruyucu, ritiiele
dair isleviyle “gériintirligu” amaglanmaz; bilakis gériinmemesi tercih edilir. Burcu Erden, bu
cercevede gosterilmek, sunulmak ve sergilenmek lizere yapilan heykel ile goriinmeyecek olmasina
ragmen 6zenli bir iscilige ve forma sahip bir figlirin arasindaki farki diisinmeye odaklanir. Sanatgl,
bugiin kaide tizerinde sergilenen, bireysel olarak kararlarini verdigi, kavram cercevesi etrafinda hey-
kel Giretmenin uygarlik tarihinde ne kadar yeni oldugunu hatirlar ve hatirlatir.

Miihiir sergisinde teknik birligi, malzeme ve form cesitliligi olan li¢ seri gériiyoruz. Birinci seri,
muhdurlerde Erden, geleneksel seramik rolyef Gretim tekniklerini kullaniyor. Sanatgl, silindir for-
mundaki taslara deseni kazidiktan sonra camur halindeki toprakta silindiri dondirerek iz aliyor ve
seramik rélyeflerini olusturuyor. Sergide, bu rélyefler, izin kendisi olarak ve silindirler de izin
kaynagi olarak birlikte gdsteriliyor. Serginin ikinci serisi, ylizey tasarimi ile camurdan calistigi kaya
parcasini andiran heykeller. Bu biiylik boyutlu heykeller, rélyef ve silindirlerde gordiigtimuz izlerin,
biiylk dlcekte bir devami niteliginde. Erden’in Uretimlerinde 6nem tasiyan ylizey ve iz arasindaki
iliski, bicim ve icerik arasindaki baglayici roliiyle, sergide yer alan g seriyi birlestiriyor.

Burcu Erden

1986, Istanbul dogumlu Burcu Erden, lisans, yiiksek lisans ve doktora egitimlerini Mimar Si-
nan Guzel Sanatlar Universitesi (MSGSU) Heykel Bélimii'nde tamamladi. Mimar Sinan Giizel
Sanatlar Universitesi (MSGSU) Heykel Bolimi’'nde 6gretim gorevliligi yapan Erden, ilk sergisi
“Yarinin Killeri” (2018)ni Tophane-i Amire’de, ikinci sergisi Kiitleyi Cagirmak (2019) Art On
istanbul’da acti.

Sanatcl, istanbul’da yasiyor ve calisiyor.

Ziyaret saatleri: Sali-Cumartesi | 10.00-19.00
Detayli bilgi ve gorsel icin: ilayda@artonistanbul.com



