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Press Release

Ulgen Semerci
Do I Contradict Myselves?
05.04 - 07.05.22

Ulgen Semerci’s solo exhibition “Do | Contradict Myselves?” is titled after Daisy Hildyard's
2018 talk appropriating the prominent Walt Whitman poem “Song of Myself”. Whitman
writes;

Do | contradict myself?
Very well then | contradict myself,
(I am large, | contain multitudes.)

The works in the exhibition are rooted in Semerci's dreams from the past two years in
which different persons; existing, imagined, missed, feared, from the past or present
become active agents, intersect, and become one another. Although we speak of a self, we
cannot think of the individual as an isolated entity. Karen Barad proposes the term intra-
action for bodies, both human and non-human, in action with one another.

Intra-action doesn't understand agency as an inherent individualistic property, but as a
dynamism of forces.

Semerci aims to look both inward and outward, overlapping the microcosm and the
macrocosm, attempting to experience interconnections and intra-connections and
perceiving the self relationally. ,

Visiting hours: Tuesday — Saturday | 10:00 - 18:30
For further information and visuals: duygu@artonistanbul.com
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BASIN BULTENI

Ulgen Semerci

Kendilerimle Celisiyor Muyum ?

05.04 — 07.05.22

Ulgen Semerci'nin solo sergisi “Kendilerimle Celisiyor Muyum?”, ismini Daisy Hildyard'in
2018 yilinda gerceklestirdigi ve Walt Whitman’in “Benligimin Sarkisi” baslikli siirini yeniden

yorumladigl konusmasindan aliyor.

Whitman soyle diyor:
Kendimle celisiyor muyum?
Pekala, o zaman celisiyorum,

(Ben buyugim ve icimde cokluklar barindiriyorum.)

Sergideki isler Semerci'nin gectigimiz iki yil icerisinde gordiigl var olan, hayali, 6zlenen,
korkulan, gegmisten ve bugiinden kisilerin faillestigi, ic ice gectigi ve birbirine donustigi
riyalardan yola cikiyor. Bir benlikten bahsederken dahi bireyi soyutlanmis bir mevcudiyet
olarak diistinemeyiz. Karen Barad birbiriyle etkilesim halinde olan insan ve insan olmayan
bedenler icin intra-action kavramini one siirer. Intra-action failligi ickin bir bireysel 6zellik

olarak degil, giiclerin dinamizmi olarak ele alir.

Semerci ayni anda hem ice hem disa bakarak, mikrokozm ve makrokozmun ortiistiigi ara
baglantilar ve i¢ baglantilar deneyimlemeyi ve benligi iliskisel bir bicimde algilamayi

amachyor.

Ziyaret saatleri: Sali — Cumartesi | 10:00 — 18:30
Detayli bilgi ve gorsel icin: duygu@artonistanbul.com





