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PRESS RELEASE

“PREVIOUSLY ASKED QUESTIONS OF THE LAST 10 YEARS” with Damla Sari at Art On Pera

September 10 — October 11, 2022

Damla Sari’s first solo exhibition, Previously Asked Questions of The Last 10 Years, will be on view at
Art On Pera from September 10 to October 11. Curated by ilayda Abdik, the exhibition brought
together photography, video, installation, and kinetic works. The selection is conceptually divided
into two: the artist as a body trapped within the constraints of two dimensions, and spirit forms that
inhabit the bodies of objects whose silence the artist has broken.

In her practice, Sari examines perceptions of objects through psychoanalytic readings to approach
reality. She bases her work on observations of extroverted characters who are always ready to reveal
their psychological states and the impressions their behaviors leave on her. From this foundation, she
creates kinetic art, new media, and installation works. At times, she pursues the spirit of a person
through an encountered object; other times, she attempts to access the owner’s spirit through an
object she has found. By analyzing people through their objects, Sari produces spiritual prototypes
and, with a satirical approach, explores the construction of the future based on the individual’s past.

Objects encounter the artist in a second-hand shop, on the street, or in a dream. She gives them the
ability to tell their own stories, assume characters, and play. She mobilizes technical possibilities to
endow objects with qualities beyond their functional value. Through paradoxical or polysemous
titles, she also places words at the service of the objects in her work.

The backbone of the exhibition can be understood through the concepts of “the gaze of the object”
and “seeing as object.” In Lacanian psychoanalysis, objects carry gaze and gaze itself can be
objectified independently of the eye. An object becomes an image for a subject positioned at a
certain viewpoint, but the subject is also captured by the object’s gaze. Even before the subject
looks, they have already been seen. The objects Sari uses see, watch, and follow; they are the very
bodies of gaze that have escaped the eye. The subject feels this gaze on their body. To protect
themselves from the gaze, the subject develops two opposing strategies: either covering or curtain-
ing themselves, or undressing to fully occupy the pupil of the eye.
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Damla Sari
The artist, born in Ankara in 1992, graduated from the Sculpture Department of Hacettepe
University Faculty of Fine Arts in 2017. She is currently pursuing a master’s degree in the

Sculpture Department at Marmara University Faculty of Fine Arts.

The artist lives and works in Istanbul.

Visiting hours: Tuesday- Saturday| 10.00-19.00
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BASIN BULTENI

SON 10 YILIN CIKMIS SORULARI ile Damla Sari Art On Pera’da

10 Eylil — 11 Ekim 2022

Damla Sari'nin ilk kisisel sergisi Son 10 Yilin Cikmis Sorulari, 10 Eyliil — 11 Ekim tarihleri arasinda Art
On Pera’da izlenebilir. Kiiratorliigiinii ilayda Abdik’in yaptig, fotograf, video, enstalasyon ve kinetik
yerlestirmelerin bir araya geldigi secki, fiziksel olarak iki boyutun icine sikismis bir beden olarak
sanatgl ile sessizliklerini bozmus nesnelerin bedenlerine yerlesmis ruh formlari olarak ikiye ayriliyor.

Sari, pratiginde nesne algilanimlarinin psikanalitik ¢ozlimlemeleri izerinden gergeklige yaklasimi
inceliyor. Calismalarini psikolojik durumlarini ortaya ¢ikarmaya her zaman hazir olan disa-doniik
karakterler lizerine yaptigi gozlemlerin etrafinda toplayip, bu karakterlerin davranislarinin

Kendisinin tzerinde dogurdugu izlenimlerden hareketle; kinetik sanat, yeni media ve enstalasyon isler
Uretiyor. Sari, kimi zaman karsilastigi kisilerin ruhlarinin pesine diisip nesneyi buluyor. Kimi zaman ise
buldugu bir nesnenin lzerinden sahibinin ruhuna ulagsmaya calisiyor. Nesneler tizerinden kisilerinin
analizlerini yapip ruh prototipleri Giretip hicivli bir yaklasim yardimiyla ortaya ¢ikaran sanatgi kisinin
gecmisi Uzerinden geleceginin insasina odaklaniyor.

Bir eskicide, sokak ortasinda ya da bir riiyada yakaliyor sanat¢lyl nesneler. Sanat¢i da onlara kendi
oykilerini anlatma, karakterlere biiriinme, oyun oynama kabiliyeti veriyor. Teknigin olanaklarini nes-
nelere kullanim degerleri disinda nitelikler kazandirma icin seferber ediyor. islerine koydugu karsit
anlamli, cok anlamli isimlerle sdzciikleri de nesnelerin emrine veriyor.

Serginin omurgasini “nesnenin bakisl” ve “nesne olarak bakis” kavramlarinin olusturdugunu diisin-
mek mimkiin. Nesnelerin bakis tasiyicisi olmalari ve bakisin bizzat bir nesne olarak gézden bagimsi-
zlasmasi Lacan’ci psikanalizin temel tartismalari arasinda yer alir. Nesne belli bir goriis noktasina kon-
umlanmis 6zne icin goriintliye donlslir ama 6zne de nesnenin nazari altindadir. Hatta o hentiz bak-
madan 6nce, ¢coktan gorilmuistir. Damla Sari’nin islerinde kullandigi nesneler de goriirler, izler ve
takip ederler. Hatta onlar bizzat gézden kurtulmus bakisin gévdeleridir. Sanatg¢i 6zne bu bakisi teninde
hisseder. Ve nazardan korunmak icin iki zit yéntem gelistirir; Ya kendini orter, perdeler ya da soyunur,
gbdzlin tam bebegine yerlesir.
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Damla Sari

1992 Ankara dogumlu sanatci, 2017 yilinda Hacettepe Universitesi Giizel Sanatlar Fakdiltesi
Heykel Bélimiinden mezun olmustur. Marmara Universitesi Glizel Sanatlar Fakiiltesi Heykel
Bolliminde Yiksek Lisans egitimine devam etmektedir.

Sanatgl, istanbul’da yasiyor ve calisiyor.

Ziyaret saatleri: Sali-Cumartesi | 10.00-19.00





