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Enis Malik Duran "Axis Of The Ground"
10.02 - 2.03.2024

Art On Istanbul presents Enis Malik Duran’s solo exhibition “Axis of the Ground” at Art On
Piyalepasa between February 10 — March 2.

In this exhibition, Duran seeks to explore humanity’s quest for meaning through its
relationship with the earth. Axis of the Ground takes its title from the concept of “Axis
Mundi”—meaning “Axis of the World” in Latin—a notion that appears across many
cultures and geographies.

A recurring motif in Duran’s practice is the image of the pit, which he interprets as a
metaphor for culture and power drawn from traces of past civilizations. The pit becomes
an allegory for the voids that generate power structures, as well as for humanity’s desire
to assert divine dominion nourished by the earth’s resources. As Nazli Pektas notes in the
exhibition catalogue: “With the notion of ‘Axis of the Ground,” Enis Malik Duran speaks
less of power itself and more of the traces left by it. Towers, temples, churches, mosques,
synagogues, mines, constructions—all erected by the hand of power—deepen the pit left
behind by any conceivable source. Viewed from today’s perspective, the meaning of the
Axis of the Ground does not derive from the sanctity of God, from the sublime he created,
nor from the various structures built in his name. Its strength lies not in the
encompassing or divine as in the past, but rather from beneath the earth, from
nothingness, from darkness. At the same time, the pits deepened by humankind’s
manipulation of divine power become new Axis Mundi.”

For more than a decade, Duran has pursued a posthumanist perspective in his
explorations of the landscape motif. The media he employs—painting, drawing, sculpture
—become markers of his inquiry into the dissonance in humanity’s relationship with the
earth. The duality arising from humankind’s existence as an anomaly on the planet is
conceptualized in Axis of the Ground through the play of negative and positive, and
through inverted forms. By employing strategies of irony and manipulation, Duran’s
works position geography itself as a subject, aiming to interrogate the ontology that has
led to today’s age of anxiety through the traces of shared culture.

For detailed information and visuals: info@artonistanbul.com
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Enis Malik Duran "Yerin Ekseni"

10.02 - 2.03.2024

Art On Istanbul, ziyaretcileriyle 10 Subat — 2 Mart tarihleri arasinda Art On Piyalepasa’'da
Enis Malik Duran'in "Yerin Ekseni" isimli solo sergisi ile bulusuyor.

Enis Malik Duran “Yerin Ekseni/Axis of the Ground’ isimli kisisel sergisinde, insanin anlam
arayisini yerkiireyle bagi lizerinden irdelemeyi amacliyor. Yerin Ekseni, adini bircok
kiltirde ve cografyada karsilasilan; Latince’de “Diinyanin Ekseni” anlamina gelen “Axis
Mundi” kavramindan aliyor. Duran’in gecmis uygarliklarin izlerini, kiiltiir ve iktidar
metaforlari olarak yorumladigi calismalarinda siklikla kullandigi cukur imgesi, iktidar
mekanizmasini yaratan bosluklara; insanin yeryiiziiniin kaynaklariyla besledigi tanrisal
tahakkiime dair arzusunun bir alegorisidir aslinda. Nazli Pektas'in katalog metninde
belirttigi gibi: “Enis Malik Duran, ‘Yerin Ekseni’ kavramiyla giicten cokca da giiclin biraktigi
izden soz eder. iktidarlarca kurulan kule/ tapinak/ kilise/ cami/ sinagog/ maden/
insaatlar... Akliniza gelebilecek tiirlti kaynagin biraktigi cukuru iyice derinlestirir. Yerin
Ekseni, anlamini bugiiniin perspektifinden baktigimizda tanrinin kutsalligi; yarattigi yiice
ve onun adina yapilan tirli yapidan almaz. Giclini ge¢cmisteki gibi kapsayici yahut ilahi
olandan degil de; yerin dibinden, hiclikten, karanlktan alir; ayni zamanda da ilahi giicii de
istedigi gibi kullanan insanin glictintin derinlestirdigi cukurlar, yeni Axis Mundi’lerdir.”

Duran, on yil askin stiredir manzara imgesi lizerinden gerceklestirdigi tiretimlerinde post-
himanist bir bakis agisini benimser. Sanatcinin sergiyi olustururken basvurdugu resim,
desen, heykel gibi medyumlari, insanin yeryiiziyle iliskisindeki uyumsuzlugun imgesini
farkh materyaller tizerinden arastirmasinin ve arayisinin gostergelerine dénisir. insanin
yerkiirede bir anomali olarak var olusunun yarattigi ikilik, Yerin Ekseni sergisinde negatif
pozitif iliskisi ve ters yiiz edilen formlarla kavramsallasir. Sanatcinin 6zellikle ironi ve
manipilasyon yontemlerine basvurarak; cografyayi 6zne olarak ele aldigi yapitlari, ortak
kiltlrun izleri Gzerinden bugiiniin kaygi cagini getiren ontolojiyi sorgulamayi amaclar.

Detayli bilgi ve gorsel icin: info@artonistanbul.com
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