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PRESS RELEASE

ART ON ISTANBUL PiYALEPA§A
"Bilal Yilmaz - Elhamra: Learning from craft"
21 September - 2 November

Art On istanbul will meet with its visitors at Art On istanbul Piyalepasa from September 21
to November 2 for Bilal Yilmaz's solo exhibition titled 'Elhamra: Learning from craft'.

This is the first solo exhibition of Bilal Yilmaz who is coming from an interdisciplinary background
started his artistic career with his participation in the 15th Istanbul Biennale. Since then, the artist has
presented his work in contemporary art museums, exhibitions and festivals in Turkiye and abroad. He
is well known for his long-term engagement with craft and its contemporary potential.

The exhibition “Elhamra: Learning from craft” is another expression of this approach. Inspired by
recent field research on Kutahya'’s ¢ini craft ecosystem, which was commissioned by Pera Museum, the
artist experiments with forms, materials and techniques to reveal the social, cultural, economic and
aesthetic transformations embedded in craft. He creates a series of sculptures and installations using
movement, light and shadow, that become contemporary variations of centuries-old traces of craft. The
creative process behind the works is an almost obsessive process of transformation, which echoes the
transformations of craft through experimentation with materials and techniques; a process that
incorporates both tradition and innovation; collective and individual ingenuity; leaning on the past
while investing in the future.

As an artist who is concerned about the social impact of what he does, Bilal Yilmaz cannot make an
object just for the sake of making it; he is always preoccupied with creating alternatives for how people
engage with the world around them. Craft occupies a unique position in his creative process as a
medium that carries a lot of stories and production possibilities, enabling him both to conceptualise
and realise his ideas. His motivation is not to preserve the current mostly romanticised and bound to
the past approach to craft, but to reintroduce craft as a valuable production possibility for creative ideas
within and beyond the contemporary context.

Bilal Yilmaz's “Elhamra: Learning from craft’ can therefore provide a case-study for making and
thinking through craft today; a guide for a new craft-based imaginary.

Exhibition Curator: Lydia Chatziiakovou

The exhibition is accompanied by the book “Elhamra: Learning from craft” edited by Lydia
Chatziiakovou and including texts by internationally acclaimed artist Theaster Gates (Professor at
Chicago University), awarded author and art historian Julia Bryan-Wilson (Professor of Art History and
LGBTQ Studies at Columbia University), established contemporary artist Yasemin Ozcan, and activist
author and philosopher Artan Sadiku (initiator of School for Politics and Critique). Published by Ona
Gore, the book will be launched on October 19 in an event including talks by the writers.

Visiting Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10.00 - 18.30

For more information: info@artonistanbul.com
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BASIN BULTENI

ART ON iSTANBUL PiYALEPASA
"Bilal Yilmaz - Elhamra: Zanaattan 6grenmek"
21 Eyliil - 2 Kasim

Art On istanbul, ziyaretcileriyle 21 Eyliil — 2 Kasim tarihleri arasinda Art On istanbul
Piyalepasa'da Bilal Yilmaz'in "Elhamra: Zanaattan 6grenmek"” isimli solo sergisi ile bulusuyor.

Disiplinlerarasi calismalari ile bilinen ve sanatsal kariyerine 1s5. istanbul Bienali ile baglayan Bilal Yilmaz
ilk kisisel sergisini gerceklestiriyor. Calismalari Tirkiye'deki ve yurtdisindaki ¢cagdas sanat mizelerinde,
sergilerde ve festivallerde yer alan sanat¢i uzun zamandir yuriittigl zanaat arastirmalari ve zanaatin
glincel potansiyeli lizerine yaptigi calismalar ile taniniyor.

“Elhamra: Zanaattan 6grenmek” sergisi de bu yaklagimin yeni bir yansimasi. Yakin zamanda Pera
Mizesi'nin daveti ile Kiitahya'daki cini zanaat ekosistemi tizerine yaptigi saha arastirmasindan yola ¢ikan
sanatgr; sosyal, kiiltiirel, ekonomik ve estetik donlisimlerin ¢ini zanaatina yansimalarini ¢esitli formlar,
malzemeler ve teknikler kullanarak inceliyor. Bilal Yilmaz sergideki islerinde piring, buluntu malzeme,
hareket, 151k ve gdlgeyi kullanarak yiizlerce yillik gecmise sahip zanaatin glincel varyasyonlarini yaratir.
Eserlerin ardindaki yaratim siireci neredeyse obsesif denebilecek bir déniisiim siirecini ortaya koyar. Bu
sureg; formlar, malzemeler ve tekniklerle yapilan denemeler yoluyla zanaatin kendi icinde yavas yavas
ugradigr degisimi de yansitmaktadir. Gelenek ve yeniligin, kolektif ve bireysel ustaligin ic ice gectigi bu
suirec gelecege yatirim yaparken sirtini da gecmise dayamaktadir.

Bilal Yilmaz, sanatinin yaratacag toplumsal etkilere 6nem veren bir sanatgi olarak asla bir objeyi sadece
yapmis olmak i¢in yapmaz; her zaman insanlarin etraflarindaki diinya ile iliski kurma ydntemlerine
alternatifler yaratma kaygisi tasir. Zanaat, icerisinde bircok hikaye ve iiretim yontemi barindiran bir alan
olarak sanatg¢inin yaratim siirecinde benzersiz bir konumdadir; sanatgiya hem fikirlerini olusturmasi
hem de onlari gerceklestirmesi icin imkan saglar. Sanatcinin motivasyonu halihazirda romantize edilmis
ve gecmisle baglantili olan zanaat yaklasimini muhafaza etmek degil, aksine zanaati glincel ve yaratici
fikirler icin degerli bir Gretim yontemi olarak yeniden ortaya koymaktir.

Bilal Yilmaz'in “Elhamra: Zanaattan 6grenmek” isimli sergisi; giinimiizde zanaat yoluyla diisinmeye
ve Uretmeye dair bir 6rnek calisma, zanaat temelli yeni bir toplum tahayyiil etmeye dair bir rehber
olabilir.

Sergi Kiiratorii: Lydia Chatziiakovou

Sergiye ayrica, editdrligini Lydia Chatziiakovou’ nun yaptigi ve icerisinde uluslararasi seviyede kabul
gormiis sanat¢i Theaster Gates (Chicago Universitesi'nde Profesor), 6diillii yazar ve sanat tarihcisi Julian
Bryan-Wilson (Columbia Universitesi’nde Sanat Tarihi ve LGBTQ Calismalari Profesorii), taninmig giincel
sanatci Yasemin Ozcan ve aktivist yazar ve felsefeci Artan Sadiku (School for Politics and Critique
Kurucusu) tarafindan bu kitap icin kaleme alinmis metinlerin bulundugu, sergi ile ayni ismi tastyan bir
sanatg kitabi da eslik edecek. Ona Gore tarafindan basima hazirlanan kitabin lansmani 19 Ekim’de
yazarlarin konugsmalarinin da yer alacagi bir etkinlikle gerceklestirilecek.

Ziyaret Saatleri: Sali = Cumartesi 10.00 — 18.30

Detayli bilgi icin: info@artonistanbul.com





